
Page1 of2

~ 1~ L~flbJN~I~

From: Mary Peddie [dacountrygirl@gmail.com]

Sent: Monday,April 12, 2010 5:58 PM ~ APR 1 3 Ml 8: 06
To:

Cc: Dan; officepros@hawaii.rr.com

Subject: OED Written Testimony Re Council Bill 15CD1

Mary Peddie
HawaiianScottishAssociation

Director of Operations
P.O.Box 3982

Mililani HI 96789

April 12, 2010

TheHonorableChairNestorGarcia
Andmembers
BudgetCommittee
City andCountyof Honolulu
HonoluluHI 96813

Re: Bill 15CD1

Weurgeyou to maintaintheMayor’s Office ofEconomicDevelopment(“OED”) andnot

enactdrasticbudgetcuts. OED is importantto ourorganizationbecauseof thefollowing:

1. Hawaii’s tieswith the Scottishcommunitydatesbackto someof theroyaltyof

Hawaii; specificallyPrincessKaiulani, whowashalf-Scottishandhalf-Hawaiian.

2. TheScottishfestival hasgrownin thelast4 yearsunderthe directionof
Chieftain/PresidentDanPeddie. Sincetaking over,Mr. Peddieinformedthe
Boardof his goals:

a. To expandthefestival slowly, introducingadifferenteventeveryyear
andhedid with thefundsfrom theOED.

b. Thefunding from theOED representsthevisitor industryfor the City and
CountyofHonolulu and its moniesareusedtowardsthebettermentof the
festival asawhole.

Thefollowing significanteventswere implementedasaresultof theOED funds:

2007-Heintroducedthe“Ceilidh” or WelcomeParty for the Scottish

festival; theeventnowknownasthe“Tasteof Scotland”.

2008-He re-introducedtheScottishHighlandDanceCompetition,afteran
absenceof20 yearsfrom our festival. (Mr. & Mrs. Peddie,expensespaid
by thePeddies,traveledto CalgaryCanadato recruit dancersto assistin
organizingthehighlanddancecompetitionevent). OED fundedthe
festival for the first time in theamountof a$5,000.00grant.

MISC. COM. 435

4/13/2010 B



Page2 of2

2009 — Theadoptionof theHawaiitartanandtheScottishweddingofRonMacPhersonand
CarleneHart wasperformedby Rev.RobertWaldenon theKapiolaniParkBandstandStage.
OED fundedthefestival for thesecondtime in theamountofa $6,000.00grant.

2010- Mr. Peddie,alongwith TimesFujioka,BetterBrands,SouthernWine & Spirits,
sponsoredtheFirst AnnualGrandScotchTour 2010; its first fundraiser.With thehelpof
Mark Scalzonefrom theMayor’s office, we wereawardeda$5,000.00grantfrom the
OED.

In thepast,“word-of-mouth”hasbeenourmeasureof success.Commentssuchas“greatfestival”, “your group
did agreatjob” and“I sawyouradvertisementin thenewspaper.”TheHawaiianScottishFestival& Highland
gamesis oneof thefew festivalsacrossthenationthat doesnot chargefor admission.

Without themanpowerthat is neededto surveyall attendees,thepositive responsesfrom our artsandcrafts
vendorsandthefoodvendorswho continueto “sell out” yearafteryearis agood indicationofthesuccessof
thefestival.

OED providessupport/servicetargetedatthe local Oahucommunity. Theseneedsarenot beingmetby state
agencies.Giventheeconomicchallengesfacedby ourcommunity,OED hasbeenableto leverageits modest
level of fundingwith public-privatepartnershipsthathaveenrichedtheeconomicwell beingof our country.
We urgeyou to maintaintheMayor’s Office of EconomicDevelopment.

Thankyou for theopportunityto providethis testimony.

Sincerely,
Mary Peddie

Mary J.S.Peddie
Directorof Operations
HawaiianScottishAssociation
FestivalPlanningCommittee
E-mail: dacountrygirl~gmai1.com
Tel/Fax: (808)626-3559
Cell Tel: (808)387-5993
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